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When I put on Panic 
At The Disco’s new 
album, “Pretty. Odd.” 

I prepared myself for some more 
of the same generic, bland, and 
boring songwriting that bands 
like The Used, My Chemical 
Romance, Fall Out Boy, and 
Panic At The Disco have all 
been cranking out for fans lately. 
That’s exactly what I got for the 
most part. 
	 “Pretty. Odd.” is Panic At 
The Disco’s newest effort since 
they released, “I Write Sins Not 
Tragedies,” which debuted at 
#39 on the Billboard 200 in 
February 2006.
	 The album contains some 
new gimmicks, however. Much 
of it sounds like a Broadway 
musical or Vaudeville tunes. 
	 This means that mixed with 
the generic pop rock, Panic At 
The Disco plays, they also mix in 
the cheap use of showtune style 
music. This had to be done in 
order for Panic At The Disco to 
not sound exactly like Fall Out 
Boy. 
	 When I had the unfortu-
nate experience of first hearing 

Panic At The Disco, I refused 
to believe that the music I was 
hearing was not new Fall Out 
Boy material. 
	 “Pretty. Odd.” starts off 
with an intro titled, “We’re So 

Starving,” that resembles the 
beginning of a musical about the 
sun rising on a small town. This 
intro also seems like it was ripped 

from the pages of the Queen cat-
alogue of music and a very cheap 
imitation at that. 
	 This musical trend continues 
on the second track of the album 
“Nine In The Afternoon,” which 

is also the band’s first single slat-
ed for radio airplay. This song is 
interesting to me only because of 
the horn and piano parts. Other 
than that, nothing else convinc-
ing as far as any sort of musical 
talent happens during the track.  
	 I kept waiting for something 
of significance to happen during 
this album as I ventured through 
the middle parts of it.
	 The Broadway musical trend 
continued through each song. 

I realized that as Panic At The 
Disco was writing this record 
they probably thought they had 
found a very profound way to 
not sound like they were rip-
ping off the B–Sides of Fall Out 
Boy’s music by adding in this 
Broadway musical aspect. When 
in all reality, the concept fails 
miserably. 
	 Up until the seventh track, 
“Northern Downpour”, I had 
found the album to be very bor-
ing and annoying because of the 
Broadway gimmicks employed 
and mercilessly pounded into the 
listener’s head. 
	 Immediately, I thought 
that, “Northern Downpour,” 
is the direction that Panic At 
The Disco should have headed 
on this album. This track is a 
dreamy and soft ballad mostly 
done with an acoustic guitar 
and the easy accompaniment of 
backing instruments. This song 
is a diamond in the rough in the 
midst of the bore–fest that is, 
“Pretty. Odd.”  Maybe they were 
listening to The Beatles when 
they cut this track.
	 The rest of the album was 
honestly a chore to listen to. I 
found nothing great about the 
rest of the tracks on this album. 
	 The song, “Pas De Cheval,” 
made me think that Panic 
watched the movie Walk The 
Line and decided they wanted to 
sound a little like Johnny Cash 
and Elvis but came out sound-
ing like they are mocking the 
two greats when the song ends 

up sounding like a horrible 60’s 
television show jingle. 
	 I tried very hard to find 
something good about, “Pretty. 
Odd.” Panic At The Disco 
sounds like they took out their 
parents’ pop and rock records 
from the 60’s and 70’s, along 
with some soundtracks to 
Broadway plays. 
	 It’s as if they decided that 
the album they wanted to make 
was a mix of those two elements, 
combined with the horrible 
trend of pop rock that plagues 
airwaves these days. 
	 What an interesting con-
cept to mix all these elements 
together. Maybe it was too much 
for them to handle, because this 
album comes up far short. Better 
luck next time Fall Out Boy, 
excuse me, Panic At The Disco.

As mere teenagers rang-
ing in ages from 14 to 
19 years old, Black Tide 

(formally called Radio) all share 
an affinity for old school thrash 
bands such as Metallica, Slayer, 
and Anthrax as well as new–wave 
of British heavy metal bands such 
as Iron Maiden and Angelwitch. 
It really shows in their sound. 
	 The band, Black Tide, is 
made up of bass, Zackary Sandle; 
drummer, Steven Spence; guitar-
ist, Gabrie Garcia; and guitarist 
and vocalist, Alex Nunex. These 
artists exhibit truly amazing tal-
ent, especially for their ages.
	 Black Tide got its first big 
break when they were invited to 
play in Ozzfest, August 2007. 
While shredding explosive riffs 
and tight chord changes during 
a performance, they were dis-
covered by Interscope Records 
and, in early 2008, released 
their debut album “Light from 
Above”. 
	 Shortly afterwards, they 
started touring and won legions 
of fans.
	 T h e  o p e n i n g  t r a c k , 
Shockwave, is a blistering blast 
of great 80s speed metal with 
lots of great solos. The song 
never gets old. The vocals are 

not only aggressive but also 
melodic. Shockwave is a great 
track to introduce the listener to 
the record.
	 The next track that really 
stands out is Black Abyss. The 
lyrics are dark and heavy, and 
it is one of the heaviest songs 
sound wise on the record. 
	 The third amazing song, 
Shout, has several twists and 
turns. The drum tracks are espe-
cially heavy and driving, and the 
lyrics convey the message about 
not letting anyone hold you back 
from what you want to do.
	 Enterprise, the fourth unfor-
gettable song, has an outstand-
ing base line and a great gui-
tar solo. It is actually one of 
the best on the record because 
of the awesome sound coming 
from the bass drums. The lyrics 
are actually reminiscent of Iron 
Maiden, taking a real life situa-
tion and putting it into almost a 
fantasy/horror kind of way. 
	 In this writer’s opinion, this 
whole record is amazing and is 
the best one to come out this 
year. 
	 If you are a fan of old school 
metal, thrash, or speed, you will 
love this album. It is surely one 
of the best releases in 2008. 
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WAYCROSS ,  Ga .  (AP)—
Allegations that third–graders 
hatched an elaborate plot to 
knock out, handcuff and stab 
their teacher were met with 
shock by neighbors and with 
doubt by psychiatry experts who 
said it is unlikely that children 
that young seriously intended to 
hurt anyone.
	 Police say the plot at Center 
Elementar y  School  began 
because the children, ages 8 to 
10, were apparently angry after 
the teacher disciplined one of the 
students for standing on a chair.
	 Students brought a crystal 
paperweight, a steak knife with 
a broken handle, steel handcuffs 
and other items as part of last 
week’s plot, police said Tuesday. 
They said nine students were 
involved, but prosecutors are 
seeking juvenile charges against 
only three of them.
	 Experts said children that 
age are certainly imaginative and 
capable of creating elaborate 
games. But Dr. Louis Kraus, a 
child psychiatry expert at Rush 
University Medical Center in 
Chicago, said he doubts they 
would have actually attacked.
	 “The reality is it is highly 
unlikely they would have been 
successful at this,” Kraus said. 
“Even if it had begun, it’s 

unclear whether they actually 
would have followed through 
with it.”
	 Most premeditated acts of 
student violence in schools usual-
ly don’t occur until high school, 
Kraus said. Younger children 
have been known to bring knives 
or other weapons to school, 
experts said, but often it’s more 
a matter of showing off or acting 
tough than part of a deliberate 
assault attempt.
	 Police said the plot had been 
organized enough that some stu-
dents were assigned specific roles 
such as covering classroom win-
dows and cleaning up any mess.
	 Most children under the 
age of 12 don’t generally experi-
ence the kind of long–standing 
anger necessary for a premedi-
tated crime, said Dan Mears, 
an associate professor at Florida 
State University’s College of 
Criminology and Criminal 
Justice.
	 “Kids tend to be more spon-
taneous,” Mears said. “If they’re 
angry, they act on it right then.”
	 The district attorney is seek-
ing juvenile charges of conspira-
cy to commit aggravated assault 
against an 8–year–old boy and 
two girls, ages 9 and 10. The 
girls are also charged with bring-
ing weapons to school.
	 News of the alleged plot 
spread quickly through this small 
south Georgia city on the north-
ern edge of the Okefenokee 

Swamp, where residents are 
preparing for their annual 
SwampFest celebration this 
weekend.
	 “They were so young, I 
just couldn’t believe it,” said 
Euleathia Harris, 50, who lives 
in a public housing complex near 
the school. “I wouldn’t think 
anything like that would happen 
in little ol’ Waycross. I guess if 
it can happen in the big cities, it 
can happen here.”
	 Police Chief Tony Tanner 
said the plot unraveled when a 
student reported to school offi-
cials Friday that a classmate had 
a knife in her backpack.
	 School officials say they pun-
ished all nine students, and some 
received long–term suspension, 
but they would not be more spe-
cific. Under school system rules, 

children who bring weapons to 
school may also face expulsion.
	 Tanner and District Attorney 
Rick Currie did not immediately 
return calls seeking comment 
Wednesday.
	 Shavette Owens, whose 7– 
and 8–year–old children attend 
the school, said she was glad 
officials had taken action, but 
was still somewhat shaken.
	 “Where were my kids at 
when these kids had all those 
weapons?” Owens said. “My 
heart just dropped, I didn’t 
know what to think.”
	 Georgia law prohibits bring-
ing adult criminal charges against 
children under 13, but places 
no age limit on children sent to 
juvenile court.
	 Although juvenile offend-
ers can be locked up in deten-

tion centers, Randee Waldman, 
director of the Barton Juvenile 
Defender Clinic at Emor y 
University School of Law, said 
the children accused in Waycross 
seem far too young for that.
	 “It would take an extraor-
dinar y c ircumstance for a 
child under the age of 10 to 
be detained,” Waldman said. 
“Juvenile court is rehabilitative 
in nature. It’s not designed to be 
punitive.”

Children so young often aren’t 
considered competent to stand 
trial, Waldman said, because they 
lack the maturity to understand 
even the basics of the legal sys-
tem. They may also be deemed 
too young to have had criminal 
intent, she said.

Experts doubt Georgia 3rd graders would have carried out plot
By Russ Bynum and 

Mike Stobbe
Associated Press Writers

C H I C A G O  ( A P ) — O p r a h 
Winfrey plans to dedicate a 
show investigating abuses at 
puppy mills to her cocker span-
iel, Sophie, who died last month 
from kidney failure.
	 “Sophie gave me 13 years 
of unconditional love. She was 
a true love in my life,” Winfrey 
says on the broadcast scheduled 
to air Friday. (Advance remarks 
from the show were released 
Tuesday by Harpo Productions.)
	 The show features special 

correspondent Lisa Ling investi-
gating puppy mills, which Ling 
calls “horrific” and “haunting.”
	 Winfrey says the show is “for 
anybody anywhere who loves a 
dog, has ever loved a dog, or 
just cares about their basic right 
to humane treatment.”
	 While Sophie was not a 
product of a puppy mill, and 
Winfrey’s three current dogs 
were adopted from breeders, 
Winfrey says in the future she 
would look to adopt from an 

animal shelter.
	 “I would never, ever adopt 
another pet now without going 
to a shelter to do it. I am a 
changed woman after seeing this 
show,” she says.

Oprah dedicates show to deceased pet


