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The Mustang Men’s Basketball team begins this season’s action on November 7–8 in the Allee Gymnasium 
at the Rosen Verdoorn Sports Center. The November 7 matchup is between the Mustangs and William Penn 
at 7:30pm. The November 8 game versus Johnson & Wales is at 4pm immediately following the home 
football game against Briar Cliff. Look for the Men’s Basketball preview in the November 13 issue of the 
CR. Tune in to game broadcasts on KMSC 92.9 and listen on Monday nights at 6pm for Morningside sports 
coverage with “Your Mustang Sports Beat.”

The Warrior offense was no match 
for the strength of the Morningside 
defense last Saturday, as the unde-

feated Mustangs halted Midland Lutheran 
with a 38–7 victory. 
	 Scoring touchdowns was not a prob-
lem for Morningside in the first half of this 
football game. Morningside’s defense shut 
down Midland’s first drive and quickly re-
turned a score on the first offensive drive 
as Blake Anderson caught an 11–yard pass 
from Ian Gilworth. Just two minutes later, 
Anderson was right back in the end zone 
with touchdown number two.
	 Morningside was still advancing with 
great strides heading into the second quar-
ter. With six seconds off the clock, Joe 
Don Hunter carried his first touchdown 
of the game across the goal line. Anderson 
tip–toed in for touchdown number three 
on a 17–yard pass from Gilworth in Morn-
ingside’s last successful offensive drive of 
the half.
	 Morningside’s defense was very strong 
in the first half. The Warriors only stepped 
into the red zone once in the first half and 
closed out the first half with their first and 
only score of the game.
	 C.J. Gradoville chipped in five PAT’s 
and a field goal that was Morningside’s 
only score in the third quarter. Joe Don 
Hunter showed his prowess as a running 
back in the second half and led all back’s 
with 133 rushing yards. Hunter’s second 
score came in the fourth quarter off a 23–
yard pass from Gilworth. This gave Hunter 
both a rushing a receiving touchdown on 
the day.
	 Outstanding offensive performances 
from Blake Anderson and Joe Don Hunter 
led the way for Morningside. Anderson 
racked up three touchdowns and caught 
seven passes for a total 124 yards. This 
solid performance opened the door for 
Morningside to work on the run game in 

the second half. 
	 Gilworth led from the 
helm en route to Morning-
side’s seventh victory this sea-
son. He passed for 256 yards 
and four touchdowns and 
completed 18 of 28 passes. 
The only blemish on Gil-
worth’s record for the day 
came when Midland’s Bran-
don Brooks picked off one of 
his passes. That was only the 
second interception this sea-
son in over 120 passes.
	 Above all the offensive ef-
forts, Morningside’s defense 
and special teams provided a 
rock solid base that proved to 
be the Mustangs success. Bret 
Nikolite led the way with 11 
tackles alongside a ten–tack-
le contribution from Aaron 
Klein. Marshall Tuttle and 
Ryan Oetken also brought 
down nine tackles apiece. Brice 
Buryanek and Ben Loberg did 
the most obvious damage to 
the Warrior quarterback with 
an interception and sack, re-
spectively.
	 Coach Steve Ryan was 
pleased with the efforts on de-
fense and special teams. “We 
think we’ve got a few guys 
who take pride in it,” said 
Ryan. “It speaks highly of our 
juniors and seniors and how 
serious they take it. At one 
point we got up on Midland 
Lutheran 28–0, in large measure because 
our special teams and defense gave us a 
short field to operate with.”
	 Morningside heads to Crete, Nebraska 
this Saturday to take on the Doane Tigers. 
Coach Ryan knows what the Mustangs 
are getting in to with Doane. “Doane has 
a good football team, better than what 
their record has shown. They’ve played 

well against a lot of good teams. They just 
haven’t come away with victories.” Coach 
said, “They’ve got a lot of fast players and 
that’s always a concern. The strength of 
their team is their defensive line. It might 
be as good as there is in our conference.”
	 The game plan for Morningside is to 
continue on the path to victory in this un-
defeated season, but to get there, they’ll 
have to overcome Tigers that are ready to 

pounce. “On offense, we need to neutral-
ize their defensive line, protect Gilworth 
in the pocket, and block these guys. On 
defense, we need to continue to create 
turnovers and not give up big plays,” said 
Coach Ryan.
	 The Mustangs are ranked fourth in the 
latest NAIA football poll and are tied for 
first in the GPAC with Sioux Falls.

Men continue win streak, now 7-0 in GPAC play
By Ashley Catchpole

Sports Writer
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Jake Peterson gains yards in the Mustangs win against Dana College two weeks ago. Peterson is a 
junior transfer running back from ICCC.

Who’s Number One? 
They’re Number One. 
The Lady Mustang bas-

ketball team heads into the season 
opener ranked first in the NAIA 
Division II polls. After finishing 
last season 18–0 in the GPAC, 
returning four starters, and mak-
ing it to the national semi–finals 
last year, there is one theme on 
the minds of the Lady Mustangs: 
“We’re in it to win it.” 
	 Morningside brings experi-
ence to the table this season and 
leading the way are seniors Au-
tumn Bartel, Dani Gass, and Kay-
la Weerheim and starting juniors 
Leslie Foral and Brittany William-
son.
	 Gass leads the team with the 
highest total of offensive and de-
fensive rebounds and shoots the 
team’s second highest accuracy 
at 45 percent. Leading the Mus-
tangs in scoring percentage at 47 
percent is Williamson, the 6’0 ju-
nior. You’ll find her treading the 
paint, putting up deuces and pull-
ing down the team’s third highest 
number of rebounds.
	 The forces aligning between 
Dani and Brittany are Leslie Foral 
and Autumn Bartel. Foral grabs 
the second highest number of re-
bounds and shoots with nearly 42 
percent accuracy. Bartel is anoth-
er powerhouse, shooting at 43 
percent and banging the boards 
for 112 rebounds in 37 games 
last season. New to the starting 
lineup is junior Laura Nelson. 
She will be key at long ball for 
Morningside, shooting 39 per-
cent from behind the three–point 
line.

	 Weerheim and junior Roni 
Miller, were strong contributors 
off the bench last season. Weer-
heim is the point guard off the 
bench and runs the floor with 
great control. Miller is a strong 
presence on the boards and 
shoots at 52 percent. 
	 Morningside brings a lot of 
fresh talent to the floor, on top 
of an already stellar supporting 
cast of underclassmen. A sopho-
more transfer and seven incom-
ing freshman will line the courts 
for the Mustangs. The freshman 
ladies include two Iowa second–
team all–staters, Brittany Alfred-
son and Erica Luetje alongside a 
three–time Nebraska state cham-
pion in Nicole Van Heek.
	 Morningside will have plenty 
of time to get everyone worked 
into the system. The Lady Mus-
tangs play nine non–conference 
games in the month of Novem-
ber. The two conference games 
they play come in the form of 
GPAC rival Northwestern in the 
women’s first home game on 
November 11, and crosstown ri-
val Briar Cliff on November 25. 
The Briar Cliff matchup is the 
first women’s and men’s home 
double–header of the season.
	 The first big test for Morn-
ingside will come this weekend 
in the brand new Tyson Classic. 
This is tournament hosted by 
Morningside at the Tyson Events 
Center in Sioux City, and pins 
the GPAC powerhouses against 
the Dakota Athletic Conference 
(DAC). Morningside’s games are 
at 8pm on Friday, October 31 
and Saturday, November 1.

By Ashley Catchpole
Sports Writer

‘In it to win it’ – Lady 
‘Stangs ready to get it done 

Morningside improved its record to 6–10–1 
over–all after a tie against Dana College 
and win against Dordt College this past 

week. The Mustangs have posted a 5–2–1 record 
in their last eight matches after going 1–8 to start 
the season. 
	 Matt Mayfield and Daniel Withorn found 
themselves earning their first shutout of the season 
in a 0–0 draw against the Vikings of Dana College 
on Saturday. Dana currently sits at a tie with Doane 
College at fourth place in the GPAC while the Mus-
tangs continue to climb into the top five with a solid 
sixth place spot. The men were out–shot 17–12 on 
shots but had a slight 4–3 advantage with shots on 
goal. Mayfield had three saves in the contest.
	 In the men’s match–up against the Dordt De-
fenders, it was all Morningside until the ninetieth 
minute when Andrew Wubben converted a penalty 
kick that went just wide of Withorn’s out–stretched 
arms. Ricky Azpeitia, Tony Dang and Stephen 

Smith were the Mustang goal scorers in a game that 
seemed out of reach from the beginning. Mayfield 
and Withorn combined for seven saves. 
	 Morningside has turned things around for the 
better as they raise their GPAC record to 5–5–1 and 
get set to play Hastings College for the last game 
of the regular season. Mustang seniors will also be 
recognized before the game for their contributions 
to the team over the last four years.
	 Morningside has an all–time record of 3–5–1 
against Hastings College, with the most recent win 
coming in 2007 regular season. Former Mustang 
goalkeeper, Brian Schekirke, had a solid perfor-
mance in the 1–0 thriller last season when he came 
up with eight saves. The Mustangs dropped their 
next outing with the Broncos during the semi–final 
of the Region III tournament, 3–1. 
	 Hastings secured their spot in the first round 
of the NAIA National tournament last night when 
they defeated Nebraska Wesleyan 4–0. The Bron-
cos advanced to the Final Four during their 2003 
and 2005 NAIA National tournament appearances. 
Kick–off is set for 5:30p.m. at Olsen Stadium. 

Adriane Dougherty
Sports Editor

The Mustangs earned the number one spot in the NAIA Division II polls for the 2008–2009 season. The 
women finished the 2007–2008 season with a perfect 18–0 record in the GPAC. Morningside looks to return 
four starters and is also adding a lot of depth to an already successful team.

Men get set for Saturday match against GPAC winners, Hastings

Josh Johnson guards the ball in the Mustangs’ 1–0 loss to Graceland 
last week. 


