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Senate rejects attempt to regulate length of combat tours

By ANNE FLAHERTY
Associated Press Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) _
Democrats’ efforts to challenge
President Bush’s Iraq policies
were dealt a demoralizing blow
Wednesday in the Senate after
they failed to scrape together
enough support to guarantee

troops more time at home.

The 56-44 vote ,Ail four
short of reaching the 60 need-
ed to advance — all but assured
that Democrats would be unable
to muster the support needed
to pass tough anti-war legisla-
tion by year’s end. The legis-
lation, sponsored by Sen. Jim
Webb, D-Va., was seen as the
Democrats’ best shot because of
its pro—military premise.

“The idea of winning the
war in Iraq is beginning to get a
second look,” said Sen. Lindsey
Graham, R-S.C., who led oppo-
sition to the bill alongside Sen.
John McCain.

Webb’s legislation would
have required that troops spend
as much time at home training
with their units as they spend
deployed in Iraq or Afghanistan.
Members of the National Guard
or Reserve would be guaranteed
three years at home before being
sent back.

Most Army soldiers now
spend about 15 months in com-
bat with 12 months home.

“In blocking this bipartisan
bill, Republicans have once again
demonstrated that they are more
committed to protecting the

president than protecting our
troops,” said Senate Majority
Leader Harry Reid.

Wednesday’s vote was the
second time in as many months
that Webb’s bill was sidetracked.
In July, a similar measure also fell
four votes short of advancing.

Democrats said they were
hopeful additional Republicans,
wary of the politically unpopu-
lar war, would agree this time
around to break party ranks.
It had already attracted three
dozen co-sponsors includ-
ing Republicans Chuck Hagel
of Nebraska, Olympia Snowe
of Maine and Gordon Smith of
Oregon.

But momentum behind the
bill stalled Wednesday after Sen.
John Warner, R—Va., announced
he decided the consequences
would be disastrous. Warner, a
former longtime chairman of the
Armed Services Committee, had
voted in favor of the measure
in July but said he changed his
mind after talking to senior mili-
tary officials.

Webb later told reporters
there was no doubt Warner’s
opposition threw cold water on
the bill.

Hagel, R—-Neb., said the
White House also “has been very
effective at making this a loyalty
test for the Republican Party.”

Of the 56 senators voting
to advance the measure were 49
Democrats, six Republicans and
Vermont Independent Bernard
Sanders. Voting against it were

43 Republicans and Connecticut
Independent Joseph Lieberman.

The vote “means Congress
will not intervene in the foresee-
able future” in the war’s execu-
tion, Lieberman told reporters.

In coming days, the Senate
plans to vote on legislation by
Sen. Carl Levin, D—Mich., that
would order combat troops
home in nine months. Levin,
chairman of the Armed Services
Committee, said his bill would
allow some troops to remain
behind to conduct such missions
as counterterrorism and train-
ing the Iraqis; he estimated the
legislation, if enacted, would cut
troop levels in Iraq by more than
half.

The Senate also planned to
vote on legislation by Sen. Russ
Feingold, D-Wis., and Reid,
D—Nev., that would cut off fund-
ing for combat next year.

The firm deadlines reflect a
shift in strategy for Democrats,
who had been pursuing a bipar-
tisan compromise on war legisla-
tion. But after last week’s testi-
mony by Gen. David Petracus,
the top military commander in
Iraq, Democrats calculated not
enough Republicans were willing
to break party ranks and support
more tempered legislation calling
for combat to end next summer.

McCain, R-Ariz., the top
Republican on the Armed
Services Committee and a
Vietnam veteran, said Webb’s
bill was a “backdoor method” by
Democrats to force troop with-

drawals.

“We have a new strategy. We
have success on the ground,”
said McCain. Pulling out troops
would spark “chaos and geno-
cide in the region, and we will
be back,” he said.

McCain offered an alterna-
tive resolution that would iden-
tify equal deployment and train-
ing times as a goal, but would
not mandate deployment restric-
tions. The resolution was aimed
at peeling off Republican sup-
port and lessening the prospects
of passage for Webb’s bill.

That resolution fell five votes
shy of advancing, in a 55-45
vote.

Defense Secretary Robert

Gates said he would have recom-
mended that President Bush veto
Webb’s legislation if it is passed.
The bill could force the military
to extend tours, rely more heav-
ily on reservists, or not replace
units right away, even if they are
needed, Gates said.

Webb and his supporters
say the bill provides flexibility
to avoid those pitfalls, including
a presidential waiver if Bush can
certify to Congress that ignoring
the limitation was necessary to
national security.

Webb amended the bill,
after consultation with Gates, to
exempt special operations forces
and give the military 120 days to
comply.
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U.S. not interested in ‘photo ops’

NYPD denies Iranian president’s request to visit 9/11 site

By PAT MILTON
Associated Press Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad asked permission
to lay a wreath at the World Trade Center
site when he comes to New York City
next week, but the request was denied, a
police official said Wednesday.

Ahmadinejad, who is arriving Sunday
to address the United Nations’ General
Assembly, had asked this month for per-
mission to visit the site of the Sept. 11,
2001, terrorist attacks, police spokesman
Paul Browne said.

The request to enter the fenced—in
site was rejected because of ongoing con-
struction there, Browne said.

“Requests for the Iranian president
to visit the immediate area would also
be opposed by the NYPD on security

grounds,” Browne said.

The U.S. ambassador to the United
Nations, Zalmay Khalilzad, told reporters
Wednesday that the United States would
not support Iran’s attempt to use the site
for a “photo op.”

“Iran can demonstrate its seriousness
about concern with regard to terrorism
by taking concrete actions,” such as drop-
ping support for Lebanese militant group
Hezbollah and suspending their uranium
enrichment program, Khalilzad said.

Browne said Ahmadinejad had asked
permission from the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey, U.S. Secret
Service and police department. The police
and the Secret Service provide security to
visiting heads of state.

The Port Authority, which owns the
trade center site and is the only agen-

cy that could grant him permission to
go inside, said it never received such a
request, contradicting the police state-
ment.

“We have not been asked to accom-
modate the president of Iran,” Port
Authority spokesman Steve Coleman said.

It wasn’t clear whether Ahmadinejad
wanted to descend to the base of the
trade center site, where the twin towers
once stood, or lay a wreath on a public
sidewalk outside the site.

Telephone calls to the Iranian
Mission to the United Nations were not
immediately returned.

White House spokesman Gordon
Johndroe said a visit to ground zero “is
a matter for the city of New York, but it
seems more than odd that the president
of a country that is a state sponsor of ter-

ror would visit ground zero.”

Iran and the U.S. have not had dip-
lomatic relations since Washington cut
its ties with Tehran after Iranian students
stormed the U.S. Embassy in Tehran
in 1979. The Bush administration has
accused Iran of arming Shiite Muslim
militants in Iraq and seeking to develop
nuclear weapons.

In a television appearance earlier
this week, Ahmadinejad said his country
wanted peace and friendship with the
United States, as tensions continued to
mount between the two countries.

Copyright 2007 The Associated Press.

Jackson disputes report he said Obama ‘acting like he's white’

COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — Jesse
Jackson was quoted as saying
Democratic presidential candi-
date Barack Obama was “acting
like he’s white” for not speak-
ing out more forcefully about a
racially charged schoolyard beat-
ing in Louisiana.

Wednesday’s (Columbia)
State newspaper said Jackson
made the comment about
Obama and the Jena, La.,
case after speaking Tuesday at
Benedict College, a historically
black school. “If I were a can-
didate, I’d be all over Jena,”
Jackson said in his remarks after
the speech, according to the

published account.

“Jena is a defining moment,
just like Selma was a defining
moment,” Jackson said. In 1965,
demonstrators were attacked by
police with billy clubs during a
peaceful voting rights march in
Selma, Ala. “Bloody Sunday”
shocked the nation and helped
bring attention to the voting
barriers that kept blacks from the
polls.

Jackson later told the news-
paper he did not remember mak-
ing the “acting like he’s white”
comment about Obama, who is
black.

On Wednesday, the civil

Coalition forces say:

Taliban use children as human shields in Afghan battle

By RAHIM FAIEZ
Associated Press Writer
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — Taliban
fighters carrying machine guns and rock-
et—propelled grenades used children as
human shields during a battle in southern
Afghanistan on Wednesday, forcing U.S.—
led coalition soldiers to hold their fire for
a time, the coalition said.

The clash in Uruzgan province began
when more than 20 insurgents attacked
a joint Afghan and coalition patrol, the
coalition said in a statement.

As aircraft prepared to bomb the site,
“coalition forces as well as the aircraft
identified several insurgents in one com-
pound using children as human shields,”
the statement said. Ground troops and
the aircraft withheld fire to avoid injuring
the children, it said.

The soldiers did fight the insurgents
when they tried to flee the compound,
and more than a dozen suspected mili-
tants were killed, the coalition said. The
report, which was impossible to verity
independently, did not list any casualties
among troops or civilians.

Maj. Chris Belcher, a coalition spokes-
man, said Taliban militants have used chil-

dren as shields before. In June, insurgents
forced women and children into a canal in
Uruzgan while battling coalition forces,
and many of the human shields died in
the crossfire, he said.

“If you look at some of the actions
where the Taliban have had women and
children carrying ammunition for them,
where they’ve used civilian houses, and
now in this case they’re using children to
shield themselves, I’d say that shows they
really don’t care about Afghans,” Belcher
said.

The U.S.-led coalition and the
NATO force in Afghanistan themselves
were strongly criticized earlier in the year
by President Hamid Karzai and others for
causing civilian casualties in airstrikes on
suspected militant locations. The number
of such casualties has dropped recently.

Also Wednesday, NATO said it was
investigating a weapons shipment recently
intercepted by troops in Farah province
near the Afghan border with Iran.

“Although we know that it came
from the geographic area of Iran, there
is no definitive indication that it came
from the Iranian government. We’re still
evaluating what is contained in that ship-

ment,” a NATO spokesman, Maj. Charles
Anthony, said.

A Washington Post report Sunday
said the shipment seized Sept. 6 was being
sent to the Taliban and included armor—
piercing bombs similar to those that have
been used against foreign troops in Iraq.

Troops intercepted two other ship-
ments said to be from Iran earlier in
the year, but NATO’s top general in
Afghanistan, Gen. Dan McNeill, has said
there is no evidence linking them to the
Iranian government.

Last month, President Bush accused
Iran of playing a destabilizing role in
Afghanistan. But Karzai has called Iran’s
role helpful.

During a visit to Kabul last month,
Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
said he had “serious doubts” that
his country was supplying weapons to
Taliban insurgents. He called Afghanistan
a “brotherly nation” whose stability is
paramount for the region.

About 2,500 Afghan and NATO sol-
diers launched an operation Wednesday in
the Gereshk region of Helmand province.
The southern province has been the site
of the fiercest battles this year and is the

world’s largest opium—producing region.
The NATO command said the troops
would conduct “security and stabiliza-
tion” operations in the upper Gereshk
Valley, but provided no other details.
Insurgency-related violence has killed
more than 4,500 people this year, includ-
ing 3,100 militants and 600 civilians,
according to an Associated Press tally of
figures from Western and Afghan officials.
The U.S. Embassy in Kabul warned
American citizens that suicide bomb
attacks were expected to increase dur-
ing the holy month of Ramadan. One
such attack wounded eight Afghan police-
men in Helmand’s Garmsir district, while
another suicide bomber blew himself up
on the road leading to the U.S. air base at
Bagram without causing other casualties.
In southern Zabul province, Taliban
militants killed three security guards pro-
tecting a construction project in Qalat,
said Gulab Shah Alikhail, spokesman for
the governor.

(Associated Press writer Noor Khan in
Kandahar contributed to this report.)

Copyright 2007 The Associated Press.
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rights activist said in a statement
that he was “taken out of con-
text.” It said he commended
Obama “for speaking out and
demanding fairness on this defin-
ing issue. Any attempt to dilute
my support for Sen. Obama will
not succeed.”

The newspaper’s deputy
managing editor, Steve Brook,
said the newspaper was standing
by its story.

The Illinois senator, in a
statement late Wednesday react-
ing to Jackson’s comment, said
“outrage over an injustice” such
as in the Jena case “isn’t a matter
of black and white. It’s a mat-
ter of right and wrong.” Obama
cited earlier statements in which
he “demanded fairness” and said
they “were carefully thought out

Survey: Food

By HENRY C. JACKSON
Associated Press Writer
DES MOINES, Towa (AP)—
Americans feel better about buy-
ing food produced in the United
States than overseas and believe
food grown locally is healthier
than food shipped from across
the country, a new survey shows.

The poll released last week
by the Leopold Center for
Sustainable Agriculture at Iowa
State University found that 85
percent of Americans have con-
fidence in the safety of their local
and regional food systems.

But only 12 percent
expressed confidence in the safe-
ty of food from anywhere else in
the world.

It “reconfirms that consum-
ers have more concerns about
the global food system than they
do about the U.S.,” said Rich
Pirog, deputy director of the
Leopold Center and co-author of
a paper about the study’s results.

with input and support” from
one of his national campaign
chairmen ,Ai Jesse Jackson Jr., a
Chicago congressman and son of
the elder Jackson.

Last Friday, after a state
appeals court threw out the only
remaining conviction against one
of the black teenagers accused in
the December attack on a white
schoolmate in Jena.

Obama said he hoped the
decision would lead the pros-
ecutor “to reconsider the exces-
sive charges brought against all
the teenagers in this case. And
I hope that the judicial process
will move deliberately to ensure
that all of the defendants will
receive a fair trial and equal jus-
tice under the law.”

On Sept. 10, the senator

said: “When nooses are being
hung in high schools in the 21st
century, it’s a tragedy. It shows
that we still have a lot of work to
do as a nation to heal our racial
tensions. This isn’t just Jena’s
problem; it’s America’s prob-
lem.”

Jena is a mostly white town
where racial animosity flared
about a year ago when a black
student sat under a tree that was
a traditional gathering place for
whites. A day later, three nooses
were found hanging from the
tree. Reports followed of racial
fights at the school, culminating
in the December attack.

grown locally is healthier

Americans remain extremely
wary of foreign foods, Pirog said.
“That was something that was
very apparent. These numbers
are very stark,” he said.

In the survey, released Sept.
11, 500 Americans were ques-
tioned about their attitudes
about the U.S. food supply and
food safety. It was conducted
online during July and has a mar-
gin of sampling error of plus or
minus 4 percentage points.

According to the survey, 70
percent of respondents believe
that foods produced locally —
rather than foods that have trav-
cled across the country — are
healthier, even though there is
little evidence to back that up.

“They feel safety with the
U.S. system and the local and
regional systems as well,” Pirog
said.

Pirog said he believes more
research now needs to be done
into local foods, both regard-

ing their potential health benefits
and in how to better distribute
them.

“We need to know more
about the food and know more
about the potential benefits
because these foods won’t neces-
sarily be lower in price,” he said.
“If local foods are going to make
up more of our food supply, cus-
tomers are going to want to be
reassured of the safety of these
foods but they’re also going to
want to know the other bene-
fits.”

Pirog said the poll supported
other evidence he had scen in
recent months that showed con-
sumers’ desire for local foods is
on the rise. These include a rise
in the number of farmers mar-
kets, a boom in organic grocery
stores and increased media cov-
crage.

“These are all indications that
people want more of these types
of foods,” he said.



