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The Morningside Men’s 
Basketball team is off to 
an impressive start with a 

perfect 10–0 record. This is the 
best start since the 1999–2000 
season where they had a similar 
campaign.
	 The Mustangs easily defeat-
ed GPAC rival Mount Marty 
last Wednesday in an 85–60 
victory. The Mustangs took off 
from the beginning, scoring 
seven straight points and didn’t 
let Mount Marty back in the 
rest of the game.
	 Thomas Pargett led the 
team in scoring with 17 points, 
but was joined in double figures 
by four other teammates. Seth 
Atkins followed Pargett with 15 
points, Brady Helmink scored 
13, and Mitch Carstens came 
off the bench to add another 
10.
	 The ‘Stangs out rebound-
ed their opponent 36–24. 
Seth Atkins dominated the 
boards with a game–high seven 
rebounds.
	 The Mustang’s next victory 
was over another GPAC oppo-
nent, Concordia. The defeated 
the Bulldogs 84–75. 
	 This game showcased an 
impressive performance from 
point guard Matt Johnson, 
and his back up Greg Nelson. 
Johnson led the team in scoring 
with a season high 17 points. 
He went eight–for–eight from 
the free throw line, had five 
rebounds, and four steals.
	 Nelson came off the bench 
to score his season high 11 

points. He also had an impres-
sive showing from the free 
throw line, sinking five of six 
attempts. 
	 Another Mustang stand-
out was Jack Rother, who tied 
Johnson for leading scorer with 
17 points. He drilled seven of 
10 shots, and lead the ‘Stangs 
in rebounding with six boards. 
He also contributed five steals.
	 Other impressive perfor-
mances came from Carstens, 
who scored 12 points and shot a 
perfect three–for–three from the 
field, sinking two three pointers 
and went four–for–four from 
the foul line, and Atkins, who 
scored 11 points and had five 
rebounds.
	 The Mustang’s latest vic-
tim was Baker University, with 
a final score of 69–58. It was 
a frigid night for shooting, for 
the mustangs averaged a 39.3 
percent shooting performance.
	 Pargett led scoring with 
17, 12 of which were scored in 
the second half. Shane Michael 
came of f the bench to join 
Pargett in double figures with 
10, Atkins added eight, and 
Johnson, Rother, and David 
Price contributed seven points 
each.
	 Price and Atkins lead the 
team in rebounding with seven 
each, helping the Mustangs to 
have a 35–30 advantage on the 
boards. 
	 Other leaders included 
Rother with four assists and 
Johnson with three steals.
	 The Mustang’s will be back 
in action this Saturday, when 
they travel to Blair, NE. to take 
on Dana College. 

Cara Anderson
Sports Writer

Mustangs off to 10–0 start

The snow and cold air is just a reminder that 
the fall season has come to an end. Just as 
the fall, the football season has also come 

to an end. It came a little sooner than Coach Steve 
Ryan and his Mustangs would’ve wanted as they 
fell victim to #2 Carroll of Montana in their fourth 
straight playoff appearance. 
	 The season included: a 73–0 rout of Doane, 
the first home loss with Nebraska Wesleyan 23–14, 
a victory over Dakota Wesleyan 31–7, a hell of a 
battle versus top rated Sioux Falls 34–28, a close 
one against Concordia 21–14, a win over Hastings 
38–13, a city battle in the mud over Briar Cliff 
31–13, a blowout versus Dana 52–3, a beating of 
Northwestern 33–7, and the routing of Jamestown 
(N.D.) 45–14. 
	 The season was wild with a short lived rocket 
start, the first two losses at home ever in the new 
stadium, and yet another trip to the playoffs. There 
was a second place finish in the GPAC (8–2) and a 
9–3 finish in the second round of the playoffs. The 
Mustang Defense totaled up a team record 31 inter-
ceptions led by a pair of starting safeties in Mike 
Buckley and Chad Hustedt with seven a piece. 
	 Buckley also tied a record for most intercep-
tions in a game with three. Hustedt’s seven includ-
ed one that he ran back 99–yard for a touch down. 
In addition to being named team MVP, Hustedt 

has become the all–time tackle leader with 228 solo 
tackles and a career total of 410 tackles plus he set a 
new mark with 527 interception return yards in his 
career. 
	 Antuan Bloom, the Offensive MVP, broke 
the single –season reception record with his total 
93 catches for a total of 1231 yards and 14 touch-
downs. His total yards were second highest for a 
single season total. Quarterback and Outstanding 
Offensive Back, Ian Gilworth ended the season with 
a pass completion mark of 65.5 percent beating 
Craig Fobbe’s old record of 61.6 % by completing 
283 of 432 passes. He also set the single game mark 
with 82.1 % and another with his 34 completions 
versus Carroll. 
	 C. J. Gradoville broke the field goal record with 
his 12 of 18 including one from 46 yards and was 
perfect on PAT’s making all 55 attempts, and was 
the leading scorer with 97 points. Brett Nickolite, 
the Defensive MVP, broke the tackles behind the 
line of scrimmage record with his 17.5 tackles, 
and Ryan Oetken, the Outstanding Defensive 
Back, set a record mark with his 17 pass breakups. 
Tyler DeMaris was named Outstanding Defensive 
Lineman. 
	 Justin Taylor was named Outstanding 
Linebacker. Beau Kildow was named Outstanding 
Wide Receiver, and Joe Don Hunter was named 
Outstanding Special Teams Player to round out the 
awards from this great season.

Adam Teut
Sports Writer

Mustangs bow out in quarterfinals

After four years of playing 
soccer, the career is finally 
over. No more preseason, 

no more off–season, no more 
seasons. Period. 
	 It’s just a hard thing to fath-
om. I can play in old men leagues 
or a co–ed league but it’ll never 
be the same. Coming back from 
our last game, I remember think-
ing about all the times in year’s 
past where I had watched our 
seniors play their last games and 
hoping that it wouldn’t happen 
to me. 
	 Unfortunately, it did. To be 
realistic, only one team can finish 
the year with a win and that’s the 
team who is fortunate enough to 
win the championship. As a fresh-
man or sophomore, you don’t 
really think about playing your 
last game. If you’ve got your 
academics in order and are lucky 
enough to stay healthy, then 
you’ve got your career ahead of 
you. If you’re a junior or a senior 
then your time is numbered. But 
that’s not always a bad thing.
	 No one is destined to play 
sports forever so you might as 
well enjoy it while you can. I will 
miss playing soccer because I love 
the sport, but one of the things 
I’m most afraid of is missing the 
atmosphere that surrounded it. 
I’ll miss the bus trips, complain-
ing about everything, getting 
pumped of for the games, just 
the game in general. 
	 For four years, I lived and 

breathed with the same main 
group of boys. We played togeth-
er, had class together, partied 
together and soon it’ll all be over. 
The soccer program will continue 
with the boys we played with and 
in a few years, they too, will say 
goodbye. 
	 I always thought that watch-
ing the seniors say goodbye was 
one of the hardest things to do. 
Now I realize that being the 
senior saying goodbye is some-
thing I never want to feel again. 
I can only explain it as a gut–
wrenching heart–breaking feeling 
that can only come with maturity. 
Some might say that it’s just a 
game and that we can continue 
to play, but it’s not the same. 
	 I am fortunate to be mature 
enough to understand that over 
my years playing that I learned so 
much about myself. I learned that 
I’m still immature but have made 
tremendous gains in maturity. 
Over that time, I’ve also watched 
my teammates and friends grow 
up. Just talking about our fresh-
man year shenanigans made me 
realize how far we’ve come as 
people and as friends. 
	 And for those who think 
I’m just talking about the soccer 
team, put it into your own words. 
Replace soccer with football, bas-
ketball, debate team, Spanish club 
or band. In some way, it’s going 
to come to an end and you’re 
going to feel sad that’s it over. 
But once the grieving feeling is 
over, you’re going to feel old. 
And I mean that in a good way. 
You’re going to have the memo-

ries that you won’t forget, you’ll 
have friendships that will never 
end and you’ll have lessons in life 
that you will live by. 
	 So when you play your final 
game, compete in your final 
competition, or play your final 
note, go ahead and cry because 
it’s over, trust me, you’ll want to. 
The people who care about you 
most will understand if they see 
you crying because they’ve been 
through it before. They know 
what’s its like to be so involved 
and so passionate about some-
thing and to have it all end in 
some respect. 
	 As I bid farewell to soccer 
and Morningside College, my 
career here is not full of regret, 
it’s full of memories and lessons 
I’ll take with me into the real 
world. I’ll miss it all and I know 
I’ll back and know I had it good. 
Before high school I always heard 
that high school is the best time 
of your life. While I was enjoying 
high school I heard that it was 
college that is the best time of 
your life. Two weeks from gradu-
ation and I finally realized that 
it’s only the best time of your life 
if you make it that way. I enjoyed 
my time here and I will miss it 
terribly. 
	 In a way, the end of your 
career is like a chapter in a book. 
The chapter in your life may be 
over, but the book still continues. 
So take those lessons and memo-
ries and write your book the way 
you want it written and don’t cry 
because it’s over, smile because it 
happened.

Just BS’n: Brian bids his farewell
Brian Schekirke

Sports Editor
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Matt Johnson dribbles the ball past his opponent in the Mustangs win 
against the Concordia Bulldogs. The win kept the Mustangs streak of 
unbeaten in tact.

The Morningside Mustangs 
wrestling team has been 
busy the past few weeks. 

After starting the season off with 
a victory over cross town rival 
Briar Cliff University and gain-
ing four national qualifiers in the 
first weekend the grapplers have 
added to that list with two more 
dual wins and eight more nation-
al qualifiers. 
	 The first win came against 
Central College where the 
Mustang grapplers shut them 
out 57–0. That marks the fourth 
straight win over the Dutchmen 
of Central and the second 
straight shut out. This win came 
with five falls.
	 The next win was against 
York College. Morningside came 
close to shutting the team out 
as well with a 45–3 win. Blake 
Moore and Joe Keleher both 
came away with a pins and Jared 

Pickett won by technical fall with 
a 21–6 win over Brody Mayberry. 
With that win the Mustang grap-
plers were 3–0. Then Dana 
College came to town.
	 The fourth ranked Vikings 
of Dana College had their hands 
full on the night but were still 
able to hand the Mustangs their 
first loss of the season 22–21. 
Both teams won five matches but 
there Vikings were able to get 
pins at 125 pounds when Aaron 
Wilcox pinned Cody Dennis in 
under a minute. The other pin 
was at 149 pounds with Jason 
Bilinski pinned freshman Ben 
Knight in 1:58. Morningside 
was winning going into the 
last match but gave a 2–1 from 
Shawn Meyer to loss for the first 
time this year. 
	 Morningside returns to 
action this weekend Saturday 
December 8th in Kearney, N.B. 
The Nebraska–Kearney Open 
will start at nine in the morning. 

Erin Hume
Staff Writer

Mustangs suffer first loss 
of season against Vikings

Jake Stevenson, the 2006 National Champion in his respected weight 
division, defeats his opponent, Trey Jackson, by major decision, 8–0 
in the 184 weight division. Stevenson is 9–2 on the season as far as 
unofficial stats.
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Th r e e  M o r n i n g s i d e 
Mus t ang s  compe ted 
at the NAIA National 

Cross Country Championships 
in Kenosha, WI at the Dr. 
Wayne Dannehl Cross Country 
Course on Saturday November 
17th. 

	 Placing fifty–eighth for a 
Mustang best was sophomore 
Erin Keitges. She had a time of 
18:48. Not far behind Keitges 
was freshman Kara Nelson. 
With a time of 18:57, Nelson 
finished in seventy–fifth. 
	 On the men’s side Jeremiah 
Danga finished in 128th with 
the time of 26:30. The running 
Mustangs will continue their 
season in the fall of 2008.

Robyn Bozwell
Sports Writer

Three ‘Stangs compete at Nationals

An incredible run through the GPAC confer-
ence and Region III tournament gave the 
Morningside women’s soccer team a place 

in the NAIA National Tournament last month. 
	 However, the fairy tale season that had 
people thinking a top–10 finish was cut short 
by a Southern Nazarene (SNU) team that was 
the 18–seed in the tournament. A stout Mustang 
defense wasn’t enough as SNU took down the 
women 2–1. 
	 SNU struck first in the ninth minute to take 
an early lead; the lead didn’t last too long as stud 
forward Maggie Kukuk scored an unassisted goal 
just seven minutes later. 
	 With the score knotted at 2–2, the game went 
into overtime. Just over three minutes into the first 
overtime period, SNU finished a loose ball in the 
box off of a corner kick to steal the victory. 
	 The Mustangs were out–shot 10–6 but senior 
goalkeeper Kelly Berst came up big with three 
saves to keep the women in the match.

	 The women finished with a 17–3–1 record 
which is the best in school history. Making the 
record even more impressive is that the Mustangs 
won a record 12 games in a row before losing in 
the first round. SNU was only the second team to 
score two goals on the Mustangs over the past 13 
matches of the season. The women only allowed 
seven goals in the final 13 matches and only 19 
overall. 
	 Berst and fellow defender Mo Vandenbroucke 
were handsomely rewarded for their efforts this 
season by being named to the Region III team. 
Kukuk, Lindsay Neste and Kate Goss also named 
to the team. By being named to the Region III 
team, each was also nominated for the NAIA 
All–American teams. All five were named NAIA 
Honorable Mention. 
	 Head coach Tom Maxon was also honored as 
the Region III Head Coach of the Year. 
	 Vandenbroucke also joined Megan Walding 
and Marisha Lenz on the list of NAIA Scholar–
Athletes. To be nominated, a player must be of 
junior–standing and have a cumulative GPA of 
3.50 or higher. 

Brian Schekirke
Sports Editor

Women end season with school records, honors

Well, well, the word 
Nation seems to come 
to mind a lot so far this 

season. With cross–country send-
ing three runners 
to nationals, the 
women’s soccer 
team qualifying 
for the national 
tournament, and 
the men’s team 
earning a national 
ranking with their 
10–0 start on the 
season. But wait, 
I think I forgot 
something... Yep, 
I did. 
	 T h e  L a d y 
Mustang bas -
ketball are cur-
rently ranked sev-
enth in the first 
regular season 
NAIA Division 
II women’s bas-
ketball poll, that 
was just released 
on December 5. 
The ‘Stangs were 
ranked eighth in 
the pre–season 
poll, and are slow-
ly but definitely 
surely climbing 
their way up the 
charts with their 
five game unbeat-
en streak. 	
		  T h e 
Mustangs only 
two losses this season came on 
the road against nationally ranked 
teams, No. 2 Northwestern, and 
No. 5 Dakota State University. 

Currently 8–2 on the season thus 
far, the Mustangs latest victims 
were the Bulldogs of Concordia. 
	 M o r n i n g s i d e  s n a p p e d 
Concordia’s unbeaten streak and 
notched the first place spot on 
the GPAC charts with the 87–68 

win. The Lady ‘Stangs forced 
36 turnovers on the Bulldogs, 
among other things. 
	 Kristi Tighe came off the 

bench to find herself playing one 
of the best games of her career, 
shooting a career–high 25 points. 
Tighe also went seven–for–10 on 
shooting performance in 3–point 
attempts. Autumn Bartel was next 
with 15 points, followed by Dani 

Gass with 12, 
and Roni Miller 
with 10. Gass 
also led the team 
in rebounds and 
assists, both with 
eight, respective-
ly. As well, she 
had a game–high 
four steals. Gass, 
5 – 1 0  j u n i o r 
guard from Sioux 
City, is the 17th 
leading scorer 
and 13th lead-
ing rebounder 
in Morningside 
h i s t o r y  w i t h 
1 ,017  c a r e e r 
points and 602 
career rebounds, 
r e s p e c t i v e l y. 
G a s s  e a r n e d 
NAIA Division 
II first–team All–
America honors 
last season as just 
a sophomore. 
	M o r n i n g s i d e 
ge t s  back  to 
action tonight in 
their match–up 
against College 
of Saint Mary’s, 
in  Omaha  a t 
7 p m .  S a i n t 
Mary’s carries a 

1–9 record going into tonight’s 
game.

Adriane Dougherty
Sports Editor

Lady ‘Stangs are on their way
With a five–game unbeaten streak, the women are climbing their way to the top of the charts
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Autumn Bartel attempts the shot in the Lady Mustangs win against 
Concordia on Sunday. Bartel finished the game with 15 points.


